
 

Tarradale Primary 

Newsletter 

 
‘Working together with our community to encourage and nurture our young 

learners to achieve their potential and be responsible, confident and happy.’ 

 
 

      

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Winter Closures 

Dates for your calendar 

 

Holidays – 
Close – Friday 14th February 

Open – Monday 24th February 

 

Events 

January 

 Thurs 7pm Gp – 

Parents Meeting 

 27th P1 enrolment 

 

February 

 Thursday 13th 

Valentines disco 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Information on 

Friends of Tarradale 

meetings and agendas 

please remember you can 

find it all in the BLOG. 

Be a part of what we do! 

 
 

 

BLOG 

 http://tarradaleblog.edub

logs.org/ 

Keep yourself informed with 

what’s going on. 

Look out for things 

happening in the school.  

 

 

 

 

Welcome back – and a Happy New Year! 

If you are anything like us Christmas and New Year is already a very 

distant memory. It was lovely to get back to normality and see all the 

excited wee faces again. 

 

At the end of term in all the manic activity going on we managed to 

squeeze in the Christmas Fayre. You came in droves and the feedback 

from people was that people very much enjoyed it and that the things 

the children had made were lovely and great stocking fillers. I nearly 

needed a second mortgage! As you know the whole exercise is actually an 

enterprise topic looking at money and the concept of profit and loss. The 

children are able to keep the profit and are then able to decide within 

their class what they would like to do with it. Here’s a run- down of the 

monies made. 

Nursery - £172.30 

P1 & P1/2 - £220 

P2 & P2/3 - £230 

P4 - £281.01 

P5 - £105.50 

P6 - £79.06 

P7 M - £48.55 

P7 H - £300 

 

 P7 M decided that because the children enjoyed having the senior 

citizens from the village so much for the dress rehearsal, they would like 

to organise something else for them. Details are to follow but at the 

moment discussion is around an old fashioned valentine tea dance. Our 

children make me proud to be here every day but I think this is just 

wonderful. 

 

A School is an extremely busy place with lots going on constantly. 

Hopefully most of the time we get it right but perhaps sometimes we can 

tweak things for whatever reason to make it better. Self- evaluation is a 

vital part of what goes on. It starts with the children and their own 

work, moves onto the class teacher who is constantly reviewing practice 

to make sure the children are getting the best possible education, then 

to me, making sure I am driving us in the right direction, on to my QIO 

who regularly comes and evaluates us to the Director of Education and 

Scotland wide. 

As part and parcel of this, your voice is imperative. That’s why I pester 

you so much at parent’s evenings and any other time I can get my hands 

on you!  

I would like to invite you in to have a good chat about what we are doing. 

There are lots of ideas as to how 

the money will be spent, including , 

trips, resources for classrooms eg 
smelly stickers, cake pop makers, 

goldentime activities and lego. 

http://tarradaleblog.edublogs.org/
http://tarradaleblog.edublogs.org/


 

 
Winter Weather 

Phone 

09700546999 

Enter PIN 

043120 

Log onto 

www.winter.highla

ndschools.org.uk  

Listen to MFR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Would you like to know exactly what we as a school are learning about right 

now? 

 Would you like to know more about the new Curriculum for Excellence and 

what it means for your child as they progress through the ages 3 – 18? 

 Are there things going on which you feel is excellent or which could be 

made to be even better? 

Then come along. It will be very informal. Teas and coffee will be available and I 

will be here to present as much information to you as I can and answer any 

questions you may have no matter how big or how small. 

I promise not to put you on the spot or make you feel uncomfortable.  

We have a very good school here, come along and let’s look at it carefully. This is 

open to Nursery Parents too! A good way to find out what you are in for! 

Thursday 30th January – 7pm in the Gp room. 

P.S. Definite brownie points for coming and I might even bring biscuits! 

 

Communication. At the moment we have newsletters, e-mail and school Blog as the 

ways in which we communicate with you. We now also have a Facebook page set up 

so that we can post bits and pieces very quickly as there are always things 

happening at last minutes etc. which could be helpful. If you have Facebook look up 

Tarradale Primary School and we will befriend you. It’s not intended to be an 

interactive site, so please don’t ask us any questions on it as we won’t be checking it 

daily. Use the same methods for communicating with us i.e. the phone to let us know 

anything, and come in and see us if you need help.  

I haven’t even thought about Twitter as yet as I’m just not that ‘cool’ but if this is 

something you think is needed let us know – and I’ll get one of my teenage children 

to teach me how to do it!!!!!! 

 

Christmas Nativity 

For the first time ever we seemed to have a very stressful time over the Nativity 

concerts. 

Health and safety constricts how many seats we can allow in the gym hall. We are 

allowed to have 150 at absolute maximum, with no standing room at all. With 149 

families this means that each family is allocated 2 tickets each. 

Because of this, last year we decided to put on an extra show. However this only 

had a tiny handful of parents attending and most of them had already been and 

were just coming for an extra. The children too were absolutely exhausted. It 

really takes a lot out of them.  

As this hadn’t been successful, this year we decided to go back to what it had 

always been, ie one evening performance and one daytime performance. 

There also seemed to be some confusion at one point over the senior citizens tea, 

coffee morning where historically the elderly folks from the local churches and 

groups come along to see the dress rehearsal. 

I had to very quickly put out an impromptu note to clarify as we were being 

inundated with people wanting to send grans and grandpas. 

I’m not really quite sure as to what happened but a few staff were approached by 

very angry and sometimes very aggressive parents. I know you will be as shocked as 

we were, to hear that. When staff work so hard to create something so fantastic I 

think it is a real shame to see staff morale go down so badly. 

So…………………………… how do we fix it? 

The problem seems to be with extended family members who under the 2 ticket 

rule are not able to come and see the children. I completely understand this. 

However having tried putting on an extra show and it not being needed I’m not sure 

http://www.winter.highlandschools.org.uk/
http://www.winter.highlandschools.org.uk/


 

how we get round this so I need your help. I have made up a very brief questionnaire with this newsletter for 

you to let me know how the nativity went for you and to ask if there’s any other way we could make it better. If 

we know now then we can prepare for next year. 

 One suggestion was that perhaps we video it so that everyone has the chance to buy a cheap copy so 

that everyone and their dog can see it? This is okay at the moment as we have no children in the school 

present time who cannot for any reason be photographed or videoed but this can change in an instant 

from week to week depending on the fluctuating role. It is however still something to consider. 

 Another suggestion was that we have 2 evening performances. This I’m afraid is not an option. To ask 

staff to give up another evening at this time of year when they have so much to do with their own 

families I feel is unfair. One of our teachers missed her own child’s nativity because she was here 

helping with ours. Plus very importantly we have nursery children and tiny toots who hardly cope with 

the one late night in bed never mind two. 

Please take the time to give us your views. We would like to hear either way. If you are happy with the 

arrangements we need to know that also – it is vitally important. It is also confidential so please take the time 

to respond. Either put it in with your child or I will leave a box at the office so that you can put it in 

anonymously. We really want things to be done right. Together we can do that. 

 

Enrolment 

The enrolment days are coming up soon. Posters will be put up around the village and I will put dates out to you. 

Nursery is later this year and is in the week beginning 24th March. P1 is the week beginning 27th January. 

New Clubs 

We now have netball on a Thursday night as one of our fantastic mums has volunteered to come in to teach it. 

It is free to all children in P5-7 so come along and try out. 

We have a few weeks of curling in the gym hall! Strange I know but I’m very curious as to how it’s done so can’t 

wait for that. We also have a friends of Tarradale Sat morning club coming – more details soon. 

 

Valentines Disco – for Playgroup/Nursery & P1-3, 6:30 – 7:45pm. P4-7,  8:00 – 9:15pm. 

Any parents able to help out at either of these please let the Parent Council or the school 

know. 

 

This is a very busy term workwise. It’s a settled productive term so we are looking forward to getting stuck in. 

Tracy Sinclair and the Tarradale staff. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Christmas Nativity Concerts 

 

Were you happy with the arrangements for this year’s concerts?      Yes /no         Please circle. 

 

If your answer is no can you please answer the following two questions. 

 

What happened this year to displease you? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How could we make it better for next year? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to tell us how you feel. I will let you know the outcome. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


