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Winter Closures 

Dates for your calendar 

 

Holidays – 
Close – Friday 4th April 

Open – Tuesday 22nd April 

Close – May Day holiday 5th May 

Open – Tuesday 6th May 

Close – Thursday 3rd July 

Open – Tuesday 19th August 

 

Events 

March 

 Thurs 6th Nursery 

meeting 9:15am & 

12:30pm 

 Fri 7th Cross Country 

 

 Sat 8th ladies night in 

the pavilion 7:30p 

 

 

 Mon 17th LITERACY 

WEEK. Scholastic 

bookfayre all week. 

 

 Fri 21st cooking 

evening in 

school.7:30pm. Adults 

only. 

 

 

 Week beg Mon 24th 

Nursery Enrolment 

week 

 

 Friday 4th Easter 

Service at the Free 

Church 9:30am. 

 Close at normal times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The beginning of March? Already? This term is so busy that it’s very 

hard to know where to start. 

Already we have had 

 

 Group days,  

 Winter Ice- cream day,  

 Children’s voice sessions – looking at how we can make our school 

‘Out of this world’,  

 Curling in the gym hall,  

 Isla Beaton, Duncan Findlay and Amy Georgeson  performing in 

the golf club,  

 Corey Denton showing us how it’s done in swimming,  

 Corey Denton, Stephan Nicoll and Rhiannon Gullan at a decathlon 

event,  

 Valentine discos, valentine postal service, 

 Our first Cinema night courtesy of Mrs Downie and Mrs Ross, 

 Guitar lessons for p7 with drumming still to come,  

 We have had Ellie Chisholm, Cameron Petrie, Hamish McWilliam 

Gubbins, Sam Christman and Duncan Slapp representing us in the 

Rotary Quiz 

 St Johns ambulance have been teaching p7 life saving skills 

 P7 had their first ‘transition’ experience where they all met and 

mingled with their peers from other schools. They met up to play 

rugby and had a ball. (Lots of phone numbers were exchanged) 

 Netball for P5-7 

 Calum McIver and Ian MacLachlan winning medals in the p4/5 

national Shinty competition! 

 

      Phew! That’s some list and I just hope I haven’t left anyone out. 

But there’s still loads to come. 

 

 

  



 

 

For Information 

on Friends of 

Tarradale 

meetings and 

agendas please 

remember you 

can find it all in 

the BLOG. 

Be a part of what 

we do! 

 
 

 

BLOG 

 http://tarradale

blog.edublogs.org

/ 

 Keep yourself 

informed with 

what’s going on. 

 Look out for 

things happening 

in the school.  

 

 

Hopefully we are 

out of the woods 

with winter now 

but just in case – I 

don’t want to jinx 

it! 

 

 

       
Winter Weather 

Phone 

09700546999 

Enter PIN 

043120 

Log onto 

www.winter.highla

ndschools.org.uk  

Listen to MFR 

 

 

 

 

 

Tarradale Literacy Fund. The people in our community who are making this happen 

are a force to be reckoned with. It looks like they are going to meet their target of 

£10,000 which is just unbelievable to me. We have started to contact reps to have a 

look at what schemes are on offer. When we have an idea of what is available to us I 

will be asking for a select group of parents to come in and help us decide. Your input 

will be valuable as it is you who will be using the resources at home with your 

children alongside us. A lot of schemes now have E books available for parents to 

access at home too so we will be looking very carefully. 

The list of contributors is very long and I will publish it later. 

 

Breakfast Club 

This is still going at a steady pace. At the moment however it is not paying for itself 

which will be an issue at the end of this financial year. To make it viable we do need 

more children to come along. 

Remember that it is open at 8:15am until 8:45am. Children do not need to book, they 

can just come along. If your child is coming for the first time however, an indication 

as to whether you allow them to go into the playground when they are finished or 

whether you would like them to stay indoors until the bell would be helpful. 

Please remember that there is no adult supervision in the playground before morning 

bell. 

Because of this I am encouraging all children not to be here too early in the morning. 

If you have to drop off at 8 o’clock or before due to work commitments can I 

suggest the breakfast club? It is a very long day if they are wet and cold from being 

outside that early. We seem to have more and more children in the playground 

before 8 in the morning which is not good and leads to trouble over football. 

 

Nursery 

There has been much talk and speculation about the proposals to increase hours for 

our new intake of Nursery pupils in August. 

On Wednesday 19th of February it was passed in council chambers so now must be 

implemented. Our children will now be entitled to 600 hours of Nursery provision 

from August. It comes with huge changes for our nurseries so there’s a lot of work 

to be done. 

I would therefore like to bring parents in to have a chat as to what the proposals 

are, and where we are at, at the moment. 

I can meet morning session parents on Thursday 6th morning at 9:15am just as soon 

as you have dropped your wee one off. Then again for the afternoon children I could 

meet you In the GP room at 12:30pm. This way I can tell you what’s happening and be 

there to hopefully answer any questions. 

 

Nursery Enrolment is the week beginning 24th of March 

Parents of children who are staying in Nursery for their 4yr place will be guided as 

to what to do. 

 

So what is still in store? 

We have 

 A Road Safety Roadshow for P6/7 

 A construction site safety Roadshow for P6/7 

 Cross Country competition this Friday at Alness Academy. 16 runners from 

Tarradale. 

 Shinty taster sessions for P1 and 2 

 Kodali music from John Thompson – P3 
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 Sports Relief day – Friday 14th (I have a horrible feeling they are doing something to me that day but 

the kids are keeping very quiet which is worrying!) 

 Literacy week – which is going to be fabulous! A whole week of writing, reading and fun. Information on 

this to follow. I have attached a poster with a whole load of activities we are going to do. 

 Scholastic Book Fair will be here on the week beg 27th March as part of Literacy week. All parents will 

be invited to come along and look at all the materials and to purchase any books. Also included will be 

the parents of the Nursery and the Pavillion Nursery. 

 Tarradale Masterchef will be held in P5 on Monday 31st where I will be one of the official ‘judges’. 

(Don’t know whether to be excited or not? – Good way to get rid of your Head Teacher!) 

 P7M are organising an afternoon of fun for the elderly members of our community on Wednesday 2nd of 

March. A lovely gesture from the children who are using their own enterprise money for that. 

 We then finish off with a fun week leading to the Easter service where you will be invited along to see 

our procession of Easter Bonnets. We really enjoyed showing them off last year so if you are free 

please do come along with us. 

 

You might have noticed a new face among our staff over the last term. We are very lucky to have one of our 

own ex pupils back as a trainee Teacher from Aberdeen University. Her name is Stephanie Watson and she is 

working with P5 this term. She is full of good fun ideas and we are enjoying having her very much. 

I am also pleased to say that we have another student coming to learn from Mrs Mitchell in P1. His name is Mr 

Rasdale. He is very musical so we are hoping to utilise him as much as we possibly can across the school! 

 

So all that fun is planned for the kids – but what about the adults? 

Can I point all you lovely ladies in the direction of the Pavillion this Saturday night for a Body 

shop party? I know none of us girls need it but it’s on our doorstep in Muir of Ord and the 

Pavillion is doing it for the School Literacy Fund! Also did I mention there’s a cocktail bar 

coming? 7:30pm until 11pm. See you there. 

 

Also for the Parent Council School funds we have organised a lovely evening of 

cooking at its best. If you like cooking (or eating), come along to see Louisa MacLean 

here on the evening of Friday 21st of March. You might know her from the Kitchen 

Shop which used to be beside Cockburns the butcher’s. She will be preparing a 

mixture of starters, mains and puddings whilst we watch. This all is put onto a buffet 

table for us all to help ourselves. There is opportunity to buy any of the utensils used 

on the night afterwards so if you’re a go gadget kind of person that will suit you! You 

will also have the opportunity to bring a bottle of your choosing to wash it all down. 

Unfortunately we can only cater for around 50 people so the tickets will be first 

come first serve and will be priced at £5 each. 

Tickets will go on sale at the school office on Monday 10th from Mrs Blair. I think it 

will be a good night so get in early as there will be no restrictions on the number you 

can buy so if you want to come in a ‘party’ feel free. This is an adults only evening. 

 

Eco Group News! 

ROWAN have been working very hard alongside our school Eco group and have very kindly 

purchased us a POLYTUNNEL for our school. This is extremely exciting for us as we will be able to 

work with the community garden club to produce our own flowers for the village tubs and we will 

be able to grow more of our own produce over the year to be cooked and used in the classrooms. It 

is a super size so will be very useful. We will need some volunteers one Saturday morning to help put it up so 

look out for a date to help if you can – I will post it on facebook and put out a quick e-mail once I have a date. 

 

It’s always impossible to put everything into a newsletter so keep looking at your e-mails and facebook for any 

updates. 

Enjoy the rest of the term.      Tracy Sinclair & The Tarradale Staff. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


